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signif cantly impacted Oyster Bay and the
rest of Long Island. Many of us were without
power, cable and telephone service for several
days. All of the Oyster Bay Water District
water supply facilities were without electrical
service and telephone communications for
instrumentation for up to f ve days. However,
we are proud to report that during this period no
one in the District was without water service.
Our facilities are equipped with emergency
generators or engines that provide standby power to our supply wells and treatment
systems should the LIPA electrical service not
be available. These stand-by emergency power
units were utilized the entire time of the power
outage. The District was able to maintain the
water demands of the community through this
diff cult clean-up period.

Our District staff was prepared for this event

and took all the necessary actions to ensure
the proper switchover to emergency power.
Once the District realized that Hurricane Irene
was heading in our direction, our Emergency
Preparedness and Response Plan went into
effect. Our operational staff inspected all our
pumping facilities, stocked up on fuel and
chemicals and established a schedule to man the
facilities during the storm.
“Our water supply system is designed and
constructed with redundant features to ensure
that the District will always be able to provide
water to the Oyster Bay community, even during
emergencies”, stated Commissioner Richard
Niznik.
So the next time we have an approaching
hurricane and the potential for a power outage,
note that there is no need to f ll up your tub with
water. Be conf dent that the Oyster Bay Water
District will continue to provide a suff cient
supply of safe water to our residents.
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The Emergency Generator/Engine at Pump Station No. 6
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REINVESTING IN OUR WATER INFRASTRUCTURE

There have been several reports issued recently that
discussed the aging of our nation’s water infrastructure
and the dire need to quickly start replacing our water
systems. The good news is that the Oyster Bay Water
District has been re-investing in our water infrastructure
for many years.

“The District continuously evaluates the condition of its
infrastructure and schedules preventive maintenance and
rehabilitation to maintain all equipment and structures in
top operating condition and to maximize the useful life
of each asset”, stated Commissioner Robert McEvoy.
Over the past year, the District has completed the
rehabilitation of Well No. 6-1 located on Berry Hill
Road. The work included the replacement of the 22
year old well pump and motor, as well as rebuilding of
valves and f ow meters. The new equipment includes
the installation of a high eff ciency 150 HP electric
motor and a high eff ciency pump. This will enable the
District to deliver water to our residents at a reduced
cost.
The District is also in the planning stages of installing an
emergency generator at the District’s main off ce, which
serves as the Emergency Operations Center during
any local emergency. The installation of generator is
planned for early summer, well ahead of 2012 hurricane
season.

Commissioners Richard Niznik, Donald MacKenzie and Robert McEvoy (l-r)
at rehabiliated Well No. 6-1

SWIFT 911 - EMERGENCY

NOTIFICATION SERVICES
If you haven’t already, we urge you to sign up for the Oyster Bay Water
District Emergency Notif cation System.

The Swift911 Emergency

Notif cation System automatically calls you with a pre-recorded message
in the event of a water emergency. The system database is populated
with all listed phone numbers within the District. However, should
your phone number be unlisted, your number is not automatically in our

MEETING SCHEDULE
Please note that the Oyster Bay Water District
routinely schedules its meetings every Thursday
morning at 9:00 a.m. at the Water District off ce
located at 45 Audrey Avenue. All residents of the
District are welcome to attend the meeting. Any
changes in this weekly Thursday meeting date will
be published in the Enterprise Pilot and on the Water
District’s Website.

system. In addition, you may want to add your cell phone number to our
system so that we can notify you by Text Message or Email.

COME VISIT OUR WEBSITE

www.oysterbaywaterdistrict.org
Please log on and register your email address so we may add you to our
database.

Water News

Spring 2012

DO YOU KNOW HOW MUCH WATER YOU USE?
Do you know how much water you use everyday? We estimate
that the typical resident of the Oyster Bay Water District uses
approximately 90 gallons per day per person during the winter
months. Do you know how much water you use in the summer
period? Would you believe the typical resident uses over 270
gallons per day per person! That’s a 200 percent increase from the
winter months. Most of this can be attributed to lawn irrigation.

reserve amount for f re protection. On a hot summer day, we need
to operate all of our 5 wells working near full capacity to meet
the peak demands. However, for the 8 non-summer months of the
year, we only need to operate 1 or 2 of our wells.
For this reason, the District strongly recommends our residents
follow the irrigation restrictions as established by the County.

This signif cant increase in demand provides a unique challenge
to the Water District. We must design our water supply facilities
to be able to meet the water demands for the maximum day plus a

OYSTER BAY WATER DISTRICT
2011 PER PERSON WATER USE
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If only our tap water could talk to us.
It might remind us that tap water is
more than
h jjust a h
healthy,
l h refreshing
f hi
drink. It also fights fires, supports
our economy and provides us with
the high quality of life we enjoy.
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Our water bills pay to keep our
community tap water safe, reliable
and there for us — 24 / 7 without
fail. For more information about
what
h your tap water delivers,
d li
visit
ii
www.oysterbaywaterdistrict.org
[Insert
utility Web address here].
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EXCELLENT WATER QUALITY
The Board of Commissioners of the Oyster Bay Water District is once again
proud to announce that the water quality being provided to our residents exceeds
all Federal, State and Local Health Department drinking water standards. The
enclosed 2011 Annual Water Supply Statement/Consumer Conf dence Report
has been prepared to summarize the water quality of our water last year. As
shown in the report, our water met or exceeded all water quality standards and
we did not have any water quality violations.
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Preseented in cooperation with

“The District continuously tests the water quality from all of our supply wells
and from our distribution system. We have the water tested by an independent
New York State approved testing laboratory that conducts over 10,000 tests
annually, checking for over 180 different parameters”, stated Commissioner
Donald MacKenzie. These parameters include heavy metals, inorganic compounds, volatile organic compounds, herbicides, pesticides, as
well as bacteriological tests.
The Oyster Bay Water District takes pride in providing a safe and reliable source of water to our local residents. Should you have any questions
concerning the quality of our drinking water, please contact our off ce at 516-922-4848.
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NASSAU COUNTY SPRINKLING RESTRICTIONS STILL CONTINUE!
The sprinkling restrictions that were in effect last year will still apply this year,
as follows:
• All water sprinkling for lawns, gardens and shrubbery is PROHIBITED
between 10 AM and 4 PM.
• Even-numbered addresses are allowed to water on even-numbered days
during prescribed hours.
• Odd-numbered addresses are allowed to water on odd-numbered days during
prescribed hours.
• Nassau County ordinances provide for a $50 civil penalty against f rst-time
violators, with increased f nes for repeat offenders.
Please cooperate with our WATER CONSERVATION EFFORT!

Water Quality Report Enclosed
Enclosed with this newsletter is the Oyster Bay Water District’s Annual
Water Supply Report for 2011. This report presents the facts about the
quality of our water supply and summarizes the water quality sampling
test results taken throughout 2011. The District is proud to report that our
water meets or exceeds all Federal and State drinking water standards.
Should you have any questions concerning this report, please contact the
Water District at (516) 922-4848.

